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       June 4, 2019 

 

Dear Governors: 

 

It is our understanding that the ABA is considering moving its 2021 Midyear Meeting from 

Orlando to Atlanta.  We are writing to urge you to choose a different location, in light of 

Georgia’s new draconian anti-choice legislation that demonstrates a flagrant disregard for the 

health and lives of women, as well as contempt for medical professionals who face criminal 

penalties if they perform an abortion after a fetal heartbeat has been detected (which can occur 

before a woman even knows she is pregnant).   

 

As the nation’s largest organization of lawyers, the ABA’s presence in a city brings prestige. Our 

choice of meeting locations should be consistent with the Association's commitment to our 

values as an organization – defending liberty, pursuing justice, and revering the rule of law - 

values confirmed through votes of the House of Delegates.  Georgia, Alabama, Missouri, and 

those other states that have rushed to implement these onerous new laws demonstrate contempt 

for these values, and should not be honored or financially supported by the presence of the ABA 

mid-year meeting.   

 

It is also confounding that the Board would consider a meeting in Atlanta at a time when the 

ABA is also focused on membership growth and the attraction of young lawyers.  Having a 

meeting in Atlanta sends a message that the ABA does not live by the principles it celebrates. 

This is a message more likely to drive away prospective members. 

 

The ABA’s decision affects more than money spent by the ABA. Attendees themselves, state 

and local bars, and other organizations also contribute to the significant costs with their own 

funds. We should not be asking our members to choose between their principles and their 

professional interest in participating in the mid-year meeting. If that is the choice we are required 

to make, however, many of us will choose principle and forego attendance. 

 

Women – and men – around the country are deeply and personally alarmed at the current spate 

of inhumane and unconstitutional laws.  The members of the ABA are no different.  We urge you 

to choose another site for the 2021 Midyear Meeting. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

 

[Please note:  The 243 individuals listed below sign this letter in their individual capacities.  

Titles and organizations are included for identification purposes only.] 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Ida Abbott, Ida Abbott Consulting, LLC 

 

Janean Acevedo Daniels, Santa Barbara Women Lawyers 

 

Kerry M. Agins, Agins & Gilman, LLC 
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Kathi Allen, American College of Commercial Finance Lawyers  

 

Lynn Allingham, Allingham Law Offices, PC 

 

Cory Amron, President, Women Lawyers on Guard Action Network, Inc. 

 

Rebecca Amster, Cantor Board Member: Florida Association of Family and Conciliation 

 

Amber Anderson Mostyn, Mostyn Law 

 

Aurora Austriaco, ABA House of Delegates - Illinois State Delegate 

 

Denise Avant, President, National Federation of the Blind of Illinois 

 

Sheryl Axelrod, The Axelrod Firm, PC 

 

Lisa A. Bail, ABA House of Delegates - Hawaii State Delegate 

 

Jessica Bailey, Bailey Law Firm PLLC 

 

William Baker, Chair, ABA Section of Science & Technology Law 

 

Anthony Barash, ABA House of Delegates, California State Bar Delegate 

 

Helaine M. Barnett  

 

Alexa Battisti, Battisti Felce, P.A. 

 

Teresa M. Beck, Board Member, National Conference of Women's Bar Associations 

 

Gretchen Bellamy, Commissioner, ABA Commission on Racial & Ethnic Diversity in the Profession 

 

Laurel Bellows, Past President, American Bar Association 

 

Tasha Blakney, Committee Chair, ABA Tort Trial & Insurance Practice Section 

 

Brooksley Born, Co-Founder and Chair Emerita, ABA Women’s Caucus  

 

Prof. Amelia Boss, Chair, Committee on Scope and Correlation of Work 

 

Angelina Bradley  

 

Amy Brantly, Board Member, Women Lawyers Association of Los Angeles 

 

Hon. Ann Breen-Greco, Past Chair, ABA Judicial Division 

 

Sherry Brett-Major  

 

Ruth Bro, Co-Chair, ABA Cybersecurity Legal Task Force 

 

Diane Burzych Field, Law Offices of Diane Field 
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Jennifer C. Busto-Ruz, Ruz & Ruz PL 

 

Elizabeth Cabraser, Recipient - Margaret Brent Award 

 

Julie Carson Ezell  

 

Ruthe Catolico Ashley, Chair, Standing Committee on Public Education 

 

Cyndie Chang  

 

Judith C. Chirlin, Board Member, ABA Rule of Law Initiative, Chair of Asia Initiative 

 

Prof. Carol L. Chomsky, University of Minnesota Law School 

 

Diane Chubb  

 

Luci-Ellen Chun, Women Lawyers Association of Los Angeles 

 

Jodi Cleesattle, District Governor, California Women Lawyers 

 

Lori A. Colbert ABA House of Delegates - Alaska State Delegate 

 

Beth Cole  

 

Stephanie Coleman   

 

Michele Coleman Mayes, Former Chair, ABA Commission on Women in the Profession 

 

Caroline A. Conway  

 

Amy Sara Cores, New Jersey 

 

Elise Cossart-Daly, Cossart-Daly Law 

 

Danna J. Cotman, President of ARCIP Law, P.C. 

 

Margaret Crabb, Secretary, New Mexico Women's Bar Association 

 

Lara Cullinane-Smith  

 

Shaun Dabby Jacobs, Board Member, Women Lawyers Association of Los Angeles 

 

Rosemary Daszkiewicz, Seattle Children's Hospital 

 

Rebecca Davis, Arizona State Bar 

 

Danielle De Smeth, Santa Barbara Women Lawyers 

 

Holly L. Deihl, Kapusta Deihl Schweers 

 

Peter Dekom, Peter J. Dekom, a Law Corporation 
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Dr. Liliana Di Nola-Baron, Di Nola IP 

 

Deborah S. Dixon, Past President, Lawyers Club of San Diego 

 

Doreen Dodson, Former Sr. Partner, Polsinelli 

 

Ava Doppelt, Allen, Dyer, Doppelt + Gilchrist, PA 

 

Hon. Fernande (Nan) R.V. Duffly (ret.), Council Member, ABA Civil Rights & Social Justice Section 

 

Elizabeth Dunn  Member, Women in IP Law Action Group, ABA Intellectual Property Law Section 

 

Lisa Dunner, Dunner Law PLLC 

 

Sally J. Elkington, Elkington Law 

 

Jo Ann Engelhardt, ABA House of Delegates, Real Property Trust and Estate Law Section Delegate 

 

Laura Farber, ABA House of Delegates - California State Delegate 

 

Antonia K. Fasanelli, Co-Chair, Economic Justice Committee, ABA Civil Rights & Social Justice Section 

 

Maria Fernandez, ABA House of Delegates 

 

Richard L. Field  

 

Jean FitzSimon, ABA Business Law Section - Recipient Jean Allard Glasscutter Award 

 

Richard Foltin, Council Member, ABA Civil Rights & Social Justice Section 

 

Dr. Kate Foreman, NERA Economic Consulting 

 

Bonnie Fought, ABA House of Delegates, ABA Board of Governors Nominee Jean French  

 

Jill L. Friedman, Immediate Past President - CA Coast Chapter of American Board of Trial Advocates 

 

Sylvia Fung Chin, ABA Business Law Section Council Member 

 

Stephanie Furgang Adwar, Communications Chair, ABA Forum on the Entertainment & Sports Industries 

 

Kristin Galles, Council Member, ABA Civil Rights & Social Justice Section 

 

Michelle S. Garcia, Board Member, New Mexico Women's Bar Association 

 

Tara N. Gaston  

 

Chandra Gehri Spencer  

 

Allegra Geller-Kudrow  

 

Cassandra T. Glanville  
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Barbara Grahn, ABA Intellectual Property Law Section 

 

Caroline A. Gross  

 

Rebecca Gundzik, Gartenberg Gelfand Hayton LLP 

 

Claire Gutekunst, Past President, New York State Bar Association 

 

Kendyl T. Hanks, Former Member, ABA Board of Governors 

 

Marilyn J. Harbur, ABA House of Delegates - Oregon State Bar Delegate 

 

Kathleen J. Havener, GPSolo Editorial Board 

 

Lynn Hecht Schafran, Advisory Council, ABA Center for Human Rights 

 

Dr. Janet S. Hendrickson, ABA Intellectual Property Law Section 

 

Pamelya Herndon, Co-Chair, Rights of Women Committee, ABA Civil Rights & Social Justice Section 

 

Maria Carmen Hinayon, ABA Women in Criminal Justice Task Force 

 

Andrea S. Hirsch, The Hirsch Law Firm 

 

Kay Hodge, ABA House of Delegates 

 

Kellie E. Hogan, President, Kansas Women Attorneys Association Council of Past Presidents 

 

Kimberly Honeycutt, President, Kansas Women Attorneys Association   

 

Kathleen J. Hopkins, ABA House of Delegates 

 

Alexandria Hopson, Germany 

 

Kimberley Hosley, Past President, Central Florida Association for Women Lawyers 

 

Barbara Howard , ABA House of Delegates - Ohio State Delegate 

 

Lynn Howell, Gulfport, Florida 

 

Paula B. Hurt, Olathe, Kansas 

 

Shaun Jacobs, Board Member, Women Lawyers Association of Los Angeles 

 

Kara Jagdeo, NYC Human Resources Administration - Office of Legal Affairs 

 

Christie Jennison, Chair, ABA Standing Committee on Paralegals 

 

Kim Jessum  

 

Jenna Karadbil, Law Office of Jenna F. Karadbil, P.C. 
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Diana Karpman, ABA House of Delegates  

 

Billie Jo Kaufman, ABA Standing Committee for the Law Library of Congress 

 

Barbara A. Kaye  

 

Shannon Kelly, SIC Law LLC 

 

Barbara Kerr Kowe, Member, ABA Standing Committee on Public Education 

 

Joan B. Kessler, Women Lawyers Association of LA Foundation Board 

 

Loren Kieve, ABA House of Delegates - California State Bar Delegate  

 

Hon. Ruth Kleinfeld, ABA House of Delegates, Senior Lawyers Division Delegate 

 

Laurie Koller  

 

Nancy Laben, Commissioner, ABA Commission on Women in the Profession 

 

Katherine Larkin-Wong, Commissioner, ABA Commission on Women in the Profession 

 

Carla Laroche   

 

Cheryl B. Legare  

 

Adrienne Levi, ABA Member 

 

Roberta Liebenberg, Former Chair, ABA Commission on Women in the Profession 

 

Lisa R. Lifshitz, Member, Councils of ABA Business Law Section and Science &  

Technology Law Section 

 

Zoe Littlepage, Littlepage Booth Leckman 

 

Michele Liu Baillie, Managing Director, North Short Patents, P.C. 

 

Lorna Livingston, ABA House of Delegates  

 

Erin Louria Zivic, Family Law Attorney 

 

Orlando Lucero, ABA House of Delegates - Real Property Trust & Estate Law Section Delegate 

 

Carole Lynch Worthington, Woman Member-at-Large, ABA Nominating Committee 

 

Juliana Madaki, Law Practice Group 

 

Meredith K. Marder  

 

Wendy Mariner, Vice Chair, ABA Civil Rights & Social Justice Section 
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Amanda Marston, ABA Member 

 

Jean Martin, ABA Fellow 

 

Teresa M. Martinez, Member - California State Bar 

 

Monica Martinez, Member, Women in IP Law Action Group - Content Committee,  

ABA Intellectual Property Law Section 

 

Pamela Grace Martini  

 

Karen Mathis, Past President, American Bar Association 

 

Hon. Pauline Maxwell, Santa Barbara Women Lawyers 

 

Sandra McCandless, ABA House of Delegates 

 

Susan H. McCollum, Hollister & Brace 

 

Jana R. McCreary, McCreary Law Office, P.A. 

 

Helen McGovern, Barefield Law Office of Helen Barefield 

 

Heidi McLeod, Heidi McLeod Law Office PLLC 

 

Kathleen S. McLeroy, ABA Section of Business Law  

 

Christine Monroe, President, Santa Barbara Women Lawyers 

 

Jamie Moore Marcario  

 

Jan Mulligan, ABA House of Delegates 

 

Aracely  Muñoz, ABA Standing Committee on Governmental Affairs 

 

Karen Oakman  

 

Raymond L. Ocampo Jr., Spirit of Excellence Award Recipient 

 

Audrey Ogurchak, Member, Women in IP Law Action Group, ABA Intellectual Property Law Section 

 

Leslie O'Leary Johnson, Johnson Lucas & Middleton 

 

Katherine H. O'Neil, Member, ABA Journal Board of Editors 

 

Prof. David Oppenheimer, Clinical Professor of Law, University of California Berkeley School of Law 

 

Vicki Orrico, ABA House of Delegates 

 

Dr. Ellen Ostrow, Lawyers Life Coach, LLC 
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Amy E. Pahlka-Sellars  

 

Linda S. Park, ABA House of Delegates - Kansas State Delegate 

 

Erin R. Parks  

 

Patricia Peña, Member, Women in IP Law Action Group, ABA Intellectual Property Law Section 

 

Rebecca Pontikes, ABA Labor & Employment Section, Employment Rights  

& Responsibilities Committee 

 

Susan Porter, ABA House of Delegates - Real Property Trust & Estate Law Section Delegate 

 

Laura Possessky, ABA House of Delegates, District of Columbia Bar Delegate 

 

Shannon Proctor, Diversity Action Group Co-Chair, ABA Intellectual Property Section 

 

Amy Proctor, Board of Governors, Women Lawyers Association of Los Angeles 

 

Beverly Quail  

 

Barbara Quinn Smith  

 

Drucilla Ramey, Division Director, ABA Civil Rights & Social Justice Section 

 

Tabina Riaz  

 

Delissa Ridgway, Council Member, ABA Section of International Law 

 

Marcia Ridings  

 

Lauren Rikleen, Co-Chair, ABA Women's Caucus 

 

Cristal Robinson  

 

Estelle Rogers, Co-Chair, ABA Women's Caucus 

 

Jennifer  Rosenblum, Slusher & Rosenblum P.A. 

 

Ellen Rosenblum, Oregon Attorney General 

 

Robin Runge, Council Member, ABA Civil Rights & Social Justice Section 

 

Mary Ryan, ABA House of Delegates 

 

Patricia E. Salkin, ABA House of Delegates 

 

Cynthia Sanchez, International Division Chair, ABA Forum on the Entertainment & Sports Industries 

 

Jennifer M. Saubermann, President, Women's Bar Association of Massachusetts  

- On behalf of the organization 
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Lisa Savitt, Former Chair, ABA Section of International Law 

 

Brittany M. Sayer, New Mexico Women's Bar Association 

 

Lauren E. Scardella, Law Offices of Lauren E. Scardella 

 

Lynn Hecht Schafran, Advisory Council, ABA Center for Human Rights 

 

Stephanie Scharf  

 

Mark I. Schickman  

 

Lois Schiffer, ABA Section of Environmental, Energy and Resources 

 

Wilson Schooley, ABA House of Delegates San Diego County Bar Association Delegate 

 

Andrea  Schoor, Board Member: Women Lawyers Association of Los Angeles 

 

Amanda E. Schreyer, Member, Women in IP Law Action Group, ABA Intellectual Property Section 

 

Cecile Scoon, Peters & Scoon 

 

Debbie Segal, Past Chair, Commission on Domestic & Sexual Violence  

 

Gabrielle Sellei  

 

Leah Sellers  

 

Alicia Shelton, Member, ABA Young Lawyers Division and Section of Litigation 

 

Tori M. Silas, Georgia Association of Black Women Lawyers 

 

James R. Silkenat, Past President, American Bar Association 

 

Katherine Simpson, Allen American College of Commercial Finance Lawyers  

 

Lucy H. Sinkular, Board Member, New Mexico Women's Bar Association 

 

Virginia Sloan, Division Director, ABA Civil Rights & Social Justice Section 

 

Janine Small, Janine Small, PLLC 

 

Virginia H. Snell, Wyall, Tarrant & Combs, LLP 

 

Richard A. Soden  

 

Birghton Springer, Member, Women in IP Law Action Group, ABA Intellectual Property Section 

 

Robert  Stein, Special Counsel, ABA Civil Rights & Social Justice Section 

 

Jessica Stender, Co-Chair, Rights of Women Committee, ABA Civil Rights & Social Justice Section 
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Sharon Stern Gerstman, ABA House of Delegates 

 

Peter Strand, Chair Elect, ABA Forum on the Entertainment & Sports Industries 

 

Julie Street Kassouf, Sr. Counsel, Sony Pictures Entertainment 

 

Mario A. Sullivan, ABA House of Delegates Nominating Committee - LGBT Member at Large 

 

Christie Susi, Council Member, ABA Civil Rights & Social Justice Section 

 

Cynthia Swann, Council Member, ABA Civil Rights & Social Justice Section 

 

Anne Swanson, ABA House of Delegates - FCBA Delegate  

 

Wendy M. Taube, waiting for response on whether she wants to add an affiliation  

 

Wendy Taube, Taube Law 

 

Andrew Tavel, Tavel & Shulman, P.C.  

 

Lucy L. Thomson, ABA House of Delegates - District of Columbia Bar Delegate 

 

Leanne Torres  

 

Marna Tucker, Past President, District of Columbia Bar 

 

Latoya Tyson, Member, Women in IP Law Action Group, ABA Intellectual Property Law Section 

 

D. Jean Veta, ABA House of Delegates - District of Columbia Bar Delegate 

 

Sarah E. Waidelich  

 

Elizabeth "Beth" Walker Finizio, Law Offices of Paul G. Finizio 

 

Erin Walti, ABA Women of IP Committee 

 

Pauline Weaver Former Chair, Government and Public Sector Lawyers Division 

 

Jill Welytok, Absolute Technology Law Group, LLC 

 

Kristin A. West, The Law Office of Kristin A. West, P.A. 

 

Sharmian L. White, Member, Women in IP Law Action Group, ABA Intellectual Property Law Section 

 

Beth K. Whittenbury, Council Member, ABA Civil Rights & Social Justice Section 

 

Rita Wiles Ross, ABA Section of Business Law 

 

Elizabeth Wilkins, Schlichter, Bogard & Denton 
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Melissa Wilks, Wilks Law Office PLLC 

 

Carol Williams, Williams Immigration 

 

Carolyn Witherspoon, ABA House of Delegates - Arkansas State Delegate 

 

Julie Wolff  

 

Nancy E.Wolff, Vice Chair, Copyright Division, ABA Section of Intellectual Property Law 

 

Corrie J. Yackulic, Corrie Yackulic Law Firm, PLLC 

 

Christa Yarnevich  

 

Helen C. Zajic, Solo Attorney - California 

 

Genevieve Zimmerman, Partner, Meshbesher & Spence 


